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             COLDSTREAM PRIMARY SCHOOL

          SWIMMING POLICY
Rationale:

Swimming is an integral and essential part of a Physical Education program. Becoming a confident and competent swimmer is essential to student safety, as well as providing opportunities for both leisure and sporting pursuits.

Aims:
· To develop confident and competent swimmers who display the skills, knowledge and confidence required to enjoy swimming and other aquatic activities in a safe environment.
·  To ensure that all school swimming programs are safely conducted.

Implementation: 
·  A staff member will arrange an intensive swimming program once per year. The staff member will arrange the booking of a suitable swimming venue, with qualified instructors and appropriate transport of students to and from the venue. When considering the suitability of the venue the staff member will consider the size and age of the students, depth of the water, number of students using the pool and the ability of the venue to provide adequate numbers of instructors
·  The student/instructor ratios must comply with the DET guidelines.
·  Safety measures will comply with DET guidelines (Updated 1/12/2020)
·  Programs should include a sequence involving:
· Swimming
· Water safety
· Survival techniques
· Rescue and emergency procedures
·  Parents must provide a completed and signed, swimming permission form for their child to participate in the program, along with all the relevant DET required forms (eg medical), (see DET Schools Reference Guide 4.4.4.7-Swimming: medical warnings). The Principal should ensure that supervising staff know the medical histories of students in the program, particularly with respect to epilepsy, diabetes, asthma and heart conditions.
·  For students with chronic illness parents need to obtain medical advice if there is any doubt about a student’s reaction to any aspect of the program.
·  If a student has epilepsy, or any other form of medical condition involving periodic loss of consciousness, the school may permit the student to swim, if a valid medical certificate is provided by the parents, stating that is safe. Note that such a certificate is usually valid only for 12 months, however a new certificate is required if a loss of consciousness is known to have occurred. A certificate that is conditional upon special precautions should not be accepted unless the parents arrange for additional supervision and accept responsibility for the safety of their child during the swimming classes; and the Principal is satisfied that the arrangement will not interfere in the conduct of the class. 
·  If a student has diabetes, they need to ensure they have extra food before activities to prevent insulin hypoglycemic reactions.
·  If a student has asthma, parents need to provide written consent that their doctor has no objection. Student’s medication needs to be with them and accessible at the swimming venue.
·  Students with ear infections, throat infections, colds, papillomas, gastroenteritis and other contagious infections are not permitted to enter swimming pools until they have recovered. Students with infections or illness are to remain at home until they have recovered.

·  Students may be excluded from the swimming lesson or program at the staff or Principal’s discretion, on the basis of inappropriate or unsafe behaviour.
·  All endeavours will be made not to exclude students simply for financial reasons. Parents experiencing financial difficulty, who wish for their children to attend the swimming program, will be required to discuss their individual situation with the Principal. Decisions relating to alternative payment arrangements will be made by the Principal on a case-by-case basis. CSEF (Camps, Swimming, and Excursion Fund) parents able to claim this allowance may choose to allocate it toward the cost of swimming program.
·  All families will be given sufficient time to make payments for the swimming program. Parents will be notified in the school newsletter before the commencement date reminding them of the need to finalise payment.
·  Students whose payments have not been finalised at least 24 hours before the swimming program commences will not be allowed to attend unless alternative payment arrangements have been previously organised with the Principal and/or Business Manager.
·  The Business Manager will be responsible for managing and monitoring the payments made by parents and will provide classroom teachers with detailed records on a regular basis.
·  Satisfactory arrangements will be made to provide instruction and supervision at school, for students not attending the swimming program. 
·  Refunds for pool entry will not be considered unless “long term illness” (in excess of ½ the program) supported by a certificate from a Medical Practitioner is provided. The cost of transport cannot be refunded.
COmmunication
This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

· Available publicly on our school’s website 
· Made available in hard copy from the general office upon request
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