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                  COLDSTREAM PRIMARY SCHOOL

             SCHOOL SUPPORT SERVICES POLICY

Rationale:

School Support Services Officers (SSSO) exist to provide expert and specialised services in support of school programs and individuals within the schools.  Coldstream Primary School shall seek to utilise services from within the DET.
Aims:
· To assist with curriculum development.
· To guide and advise teachers in such areas as:
· Stress Management
· Classroom Management
· Behaviour Modification

· Curriculum Issues

· Teaching strategies

· Equipment and resources
· To provide assessment and program suggestions for children with educational needs.
· To provide psychological assessment, guidance and program suggestions for children with behavioural and social needs.
· To provide on-going guidance and support with behavioural and social needs.
· To provide assessment and guidance, support and services with disabilities.
Implementation:
· Where a Principal is available they will take on the co-ordinator role, if not another member of staff will take on this role.
· The co-ordinator shall act as contact person between Coldstream Primary and available School Support Personnel/ Therapists.
· Classroom teachers should identify children needing assessment and/or guidance. Names and details to be forwarded to the co-ordinator for referral to School Support Services Officers/therapists. 
· Early intervention is of utmost importance, i.e., where possible children should be identified in early years.
· The co-ordinator will liaise with School Support Services Officers/therapists to arrange assessment appointments, etc and obtain parental permission.
· The co-ordinator shall establish and maintain records of all children who are thus identified and assessed.
· All written reports, notes and assessments shall be kept on file.  Classroom teachers and Education Support Staff will be provided with copies of these.
· Classroom teachers shall pass on relevant information to specialist teachers.
· Where possible children shall be placed in special support programs. 

COmmunication

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

· Available publicly on our school’s website 
· Made available in hard copy from the general office upon request
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