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                              COLDSTREAM PRIMARY SCHOOL
                                 ASSESSMENT POLICY
Rationale:

This policy outlines Coldstream Primary School’s obligations relating to assessment of student achievement across Foundation to Year 6. VRQA guidelines that outline that schools are required to undertake ongoing assessment, monitoring and recording of all students’ performance and have policies and procedures for assessing and monitoring student progress and achievement.
Summary:

· Coldstream Primary School must ensure that there is ongoing assessment of each student’s performance, and this assessment is embedded in the school’s curriculum program.

· Coldstream Primary School must assess student performance against the Victorian Curriculum F-10 achievement standards.

· Assessment information will be formally recorded for every student.

· Student performance will be monitored.

· Coldstream Primary School will ensure that teachers, parent/carer(s) and students have access to accurate information about student performance.

· Coldstream Primary School will document how they will assess student learning as part of their school-based curriculum program, including for formative and summative assessment.

· The English Online Interview (EOI) is mandated for all Prep students in Victorian government schools

Overview:

Assessment is an ongoing process of gathering, analysing and interpreting evidence of student achievement and progress, and reflecting on findings. Teachers use student assessment results to evaluate the impact of their teaching on student learning, and then adapt their practices to better meet the needs of all students

Quality assessment forms a foundation upon which:

· teaching can be targeted to student learning needs, thereby maximising the potential for optimal growth in learning.

· Informed and consistent teacher judgements against curriculum standards can be made, which is critical to understanding how well each student is developing as a successful learner.

Requirements:
Requirements for the assessment of student performance in government schools are defined with reference to:

· The Guidelines to the Minimum Standards and Requirements for School Registration (Minimum Standards for School Registration) issued by the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA)

· Department policies relating to curriculum programs in schools

Under the minimum standards for school registration, schools have obligations in relation to assessment. Coldstream Primary School will make sure that there is ongoing assessment of each student’s performance, and that this assessment is embedded in the school’s curriculum program

Coldstream Primary School will assess student performance against the Victorian Curriculum achievement standards.

Coldstream Primary School will:

· formally record assessment information for every student
· monitor student performance

· have policies and procedures that outline expectations for the assessment, recording and monitoring of student performance

· make sure that teachers, parent/carer(s) and students have access to accurate information about student performance on a five-point scale. This requirement can be met through the minimum requirement for twice-annual formal reporting to parent/carer(s) and an opportunity will be provided for parents/carers and students to discuss the school report with teachers and/or school leaders in a 3-Way Interview.
Coldstream Primary School will document how they assess student learning as part of their school-based curriculum program, including formative and summative assessment.

Formative Assessment is any assessment that is used to improve teaching and learning. It is timely and iterative. It can be immediate or planned. Best-practice formative assessment is where each step of the assessment process is deeply embedded in, and carefully considered as part of, the school’s curriculum program and teachers’ units of work/learning sequences. Formative assessment information enables teachers and students to answer questions like: How is learning progressing? What will be learned next?
Summative assessment usually occur at the end of the work/learning sequence. They are often formal assessment items or task that provide evidence of students’ knowledge, skills and understanding at a point in time. Summative assessments usually occur at the end of a unit of work/learning sequence. Summative assessments can also be used formatively, since they can inform future planning for student learning.

Documentation of assessment usually involves identifying the what, when, how and who of assessment. Documentation may take the form of an assessment schedule, and/or be included in the whole-school curriculum plan.

The English Online Interview (EOI) is mandated for all Prep students in Victorian government schools. The EOI must be undertaken within a Department-defined timeframe. The exact timeframe is published on English Online Interview annually. The EOI consists of a one-to-one interview between the teacher and student, which assesses students against the three modes of English (Reading and Viewing, Writing, and Speaking and Listening).
NAPLAN:

· To assess school and student performance accurately and comprehensively.

· To provide ongoing assessment of program objectives that is vital to determine the success of programs for individuals and groups.

· To improve student learning by accurately determining areas of future need, as well as areas of current exemplary performance.

· To record assessment over a student’s school life which can provide evidence of previous achievement upon which decisions regarding current programs can be used.
Implementation:
The school will provide all required performance data to DE&T and the community by means of the School Council’s annual report.
Evaluation:

This policy will be reviewed annually as part of the school’s four-year review cycle.
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