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        COLDSTREAM PRIMARY SCHOOL
       DOGS AT SCHOOL POLICY 
Rationale:  
As we cannot guarantee that dog owners will have full control over their dogs (or what their dogs will do) we do not allow dogs on to school premises.

Aim: 
To provide a safe and sanitary school environment, for students, staff and members of the community.

Implementation: 
· Parents will be informed of this policy via: assembly, newsletter and the school website.
· Dogs will be prohibited from being on school property during the hours in which school children are present (including the OSH Program).
· If the school principal (or designee) concludes that there is non-compliance with this policy they are authorised to contact the Shire Animal Ranger.
· When unaccompanied dogs are found wandering within the school grounds appropriate action should be taken such as; bringing students inside if the dog poses a risk, tying the dog and calling the owner and if necessary calling the Shire Animal Ranger.

Exceptions:

· Service dogs such as dogs for people who have medical or health needs. Responsible pet ownership dogs would be exempt.
· Morning news (show and tell) parents must gain prior permission from the classroom teacher. Animals that are brought for such purposes must arrive after 9:00am once class has commenced to avoid concern. 
· Students are to wash their hands after the visit.
· Responsible pet ownership is part of the school curriculum for the Junior School.
Whilst Coldstream Primary School understands that many families in our school community keep dogs as pets, to ensure that our school remains a safe and inclusive place for everyone, pet dogs are not permitted on the school grounds during school hours. (This also includes during the running of the OSH Program).
Our school community is diverse, and may include people who are allergic or uncomfortable around dogs. We are also conscious of the health hazards that may be posed by dogs. We ask that families please leave their pet dogs at home when attending our school or school events in accordance with DET guidelines and policy of Dogs at School.
COmmunication
This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

· Available publicly on our school’s website 
· Made available in hard copy from the general office upon request
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