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                    COLDSTREAM PRIMARY SCHOOL

             ARTS POLICY
Rationale:
· The Arts are practised and valued in our complex and diverse society as important means for the communication of ideas, feelings and beliefs and as major sources of intellectual, physical, spiritual and emotional development, understanding and enjoyment. Comprehensive and sequential learning experiences in the Arts during schooling provide individuals with necessary skills, understandings and confidence to participate fully in the Arts throughout their lives. 

Aims:
Through an Arts program students: 

· develop their intellectual, imaginative and expressive potential

· develop skills, techniques and a knowledge of processes as a basis for personal expression 

· create, perform or present arts works 

· develop critical skills and an understanding of aesthetics 

· develop understanding of how the arts evolve within social, cultural and historical contexts 

·  participate in the processes of creating, presenting and responding to the arts. 

Implementation:
· All students at our school will receive a sequential Arts course based upon the learning focus statements contained within the Victorian Curriculum.

· All teachers are required to work with their respective teams, to contribute to the development and implementation of a viable Arts course for all students.
· Staffing of the Arts program as specialist subjects will be dependent on enrolments and staffing budgets. If a specialist teacher cannot be employed, creative Arts will be platooned to provide Music, Drama and Dance programs.  
· Student progress in both dimensions of the Arts, will be reported in half and end of year academic reports.

· Budgets that provide for the needs of the various Arts programs will be resourced by the School Council.

· Where possible a biennial whole school production will be a feature of the program.
COmmunication
This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

· Available publicly on our school’s website 
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· Made available in hard copy from general office upon request

